
One of our scripture references in our Sunday school lesson recently was taken from Psalm 147.  The 

context referred to the Word of God and prayer.  Psalm 147:1 says, “Praise the Lord.  How good it is 

to sing praises to our God; how pleasant and fitting to praise Him.”  I’ve been thinking a lot about 

praising God lately in my prayer life.  It seems that so often we go to God in prayer and we begin with 

our litany of requests for healing, comfort, release from pain, financial security and a whole host of 

other things that we deem necessary for our existence.  Sometimes in the midst of our laundry list of 

“needs” we throw in a quick thank you or a praise, but too often I think that we cry out for more bless-

ings for ourselves or those that we are praying for.  I would like to challenge us all to offer more 

praises in our prayers. 

 

As with most of Paul’s letters to the churches, 1st Thessalonians has a verse that most of us learned 

from an early age.  Even if we didn’t memorize the verse, we took with us the meaning of verse 16 in 

the 5th chapter of the letter, and that is to “pray without ceasing.”  But let’s look at the whole verse that 

Paul wrote to this young church.  The NIV says 

it this way, “Be joyful always; pray continually; 

give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God‟s 

will for you in Christ Jesus.”  How hard is it to 

always be joyful?  Oh, we all have those perfect 

days when everything is going just great and the 

sun is shining and all is right in our little worlds.  

Okay, on those days (which for some us seem 

few and far between) we probably do our fair 

share of praising and thanking God for his bless-

ings.  But for most of us who live in the real 

world, constant joy doesn’t seem to be a realistic 

goal much of the time.  The cranky boss, the 

more bills than money, the nagging headache, 

the car that won’t start and all the other nui-

sances that steal our joy seem to be overwhelm-

ingly present.  Where is joy to be found in these 

things?  Then that pesky Paul goes on to com-

mand us to give thanks in all circumstances!  If 

you are like me, I just want to stomp my foot and 

wag a finger at Paul and tell him that he has no 

idea what my day has been like and his admon-

ishment for giving thanks in these circumstances 

is just plain crazy! 
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A Chapter A Day 

Pastor and I have had to work a lot of extra 

hours lately.  Pastor is at work as I type this.  It 

is Saturday and because we went to the baseball 

game last night (which we enjoyed) Pastor 

didn’t get his sermon written.  Pastor will be 

writing it when he gets home from work.  I too 

have had to squeeze my chores into what little 

daylight is left when I get home from these long 

days at work.  Do you want to know why we 

have had to work these extra hours?  It’s really 

quite simple.  We asked the Lord to provide.  

Just as the entire country has been struggling to 

make ends meet during this economic 

“downturn,” so have your Pastor and I.  When 

we asked God to provide I don’t believe either 

of us felt the proper answer was lots of 

overtime.  Neither one of us have any desire to 

put any more on our crowded plate than is 

already there.  Yet, our wise God gave us lots of 

overtime as His answer and lo and behold the 

stress of our finances has eased – go figure. 

 

I must say, I had hoped that God would have  
(Continued on page 4) 

But once I’ve taken a couple of deep, cleansing 

breaths, I remember that this isn’t Paul’s will for 

my life, but it is God’s will for my life in Jesus 

Christ.  Paul endured some pretty rough treat-

ment along the way of his ministry and still he 

was able to write these words to encourage us.  

We all have days when joy and praise just don’t 

come naturally to us.  We may find ourselves 

(Continued on page 2) 
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praying without ceasing, but it is because the boss won’t get off our backs or another bill is added to the pile or we just feel out 

of sorts or we are praying for the car to start because we are already behind schedule.  Paul is quite adept and articulate in telling 

us what God’s will is for our lives, but remember he had a thorn in the flesh just like we all do.  I’m sure he had some bad days 

in his life when he couldn’t meet God’s expectations in his life anymore than you and I can.  Thankfully we serve a God of grace 

and mercy who allows “do-overs” each day.  Each new day gives us the opportunity to look back at the day before and ask for 

God’s forgiveness for not meeting his standards and then setting out for the new day with God’s encouragement and strength.  

Thank heavens for the Holy Spirit’s constant presence with us. 

 

So, yesterday was a bust, but today is a new day in God’s kingdom.  We seek God’s forgiveness for our failures and shortcom-

ings and set out on a new course of trying to be joyful, praying without ceasing and giving thanks for all of our circumstances.  

Hopefully we begin our new day with thanks and praise for God’s abundant mercy and forgiveness and then move on to asking 

for God’s joy to be apparent in our hearts today.  We start our morning prayers with praise and thanksgiving that we had a good 

night’s rest and that we woke up this morning.  We continue on with our praises for God’s love for us and his overflowing for-

giveness and then we add in all the personal things that he has blessed us with.  That should give us a good start for the day!  Per-

haps we’ll make it a little further on our journey of joy and prayerful praise today than we did yesterday.  If not, we are coun-

seled to remember that Jesus came to give us not just life, but abundant life, and abundant life is consummated in our forgiveness 

and our ability to start fresh again and again in spite of our circumstances.  Being joyful, praying without ceasing and giving 

thanks are indeed a part of the abundant life that we are promised, so let’s step up to God’s challenge for our lives and praise 

him! 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

Pastor Steve 

(Continued from page 1) 
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I know we all love to hear that.  It’s so easy for someone else to say it to us, yet we want the answer now.  Don’t you just want to 

look at them and say “Why don’t you do the waiting for me?” 

  

Everyone who knows Kim and I will tell you we are so very different when it comes to that area.  Kim has so much patience and 

over the last 6 years I have only seen her really upset 2 times.   She doesn’t let things bother her and she knows how to walk 

away from a bad situation.  She gets upset with issues at work, but before you know it, she has moved on.  All I can say, she has 

been blessed with patience. 

  

On the other hand, I have not had that blessing placed upon my life.  I have no patience.  If I want or need to hear an answer, I 

want it now.  When I am ready to go some place, then we better get going. 

   

When Amber was little she spent a lot of her school days in her pajamas.  When I was ready to leave for work and she had to be 

at school and she wasn’t ready, needless to say she went to school right out of bed.   There have been times Kim hasn’t been 

ready so I would leave without her.  I think she really hates it when I get in the van and start it for her.  When I am hungry I want 

to eat now, not when everyone is done talking or just being slow.  I do not like to sit around and wait for others.  

  

In Sunday School we have been learning the process of praying and the power it brings to our lives when we wait on the Lord.  

The people who give their testimonies tell of wonderful blessings and the fulfillment in their lives and the lives of others.  They 

speak about how having Jesus in their lives has changed them completely.  We have heard about where they came from and 

about their past filled with abuse or drugs and even illness.  By listening to their testimonies it is obvious that they pray and wait 

on the Lord to show and give them the answer.   Sometimes it seems like it comes so easy for them.  But I know in my heart it 

wasn’t easy and I can also understand some of their struggles and their hardships that they had to endure.  I also am learning 

from each testimony that each person has given that they waited on the Lord and in so doing became stronger in their faith and 

became praying people.  It has been a wonderful lesson for me because I have had to deal with issues in my own life that have 

come to the surface that cause a lot of pain and hurt.  Instead of waiting on the Lord to intervene I will take it upon myself to 

confront an issue and then, not only do I cause hurt to someone else, but I hurt myself and then I let it eat me alive. 

  

I want God to use me as a witness to others.  I believe in parts of my life I have been a witness but I still need to get past the 

trash that I still hold on to and let God take care of it.  I want the Lord just to put it all in a bucket and dump it someplace far 

away, but I know that He is dealing with one thing at a time.  Actually, I should be saying that God is putting it all into a bucket 

but I am the one keeping some of it back.  I sometimes just want to wake up in the morning and have it all be gone.  Do I believe 

that can happen?  NO.  I believe that through the power of prayer and waiting on the Lord to show me the answer that then it 

will happen.  That’s where my patience fails me.  I don’t like waiting so then I mess up and have to start over.  I have to stop 

looking at others around me and just stay focused on what the Lord has intended for me and my walk with Christ. 

  

I have been praying for patience and understanding because I can’t keep doing things in my life without Christ with me.  Next  

time someone says to you “Wait on the Lord,” ask them to wait with you.  Prayer is so powerful. 

Debby Mann 
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allowed money (preferably 50’s and 100’s) to wind up in our 

pool’s strainer basket as I sunned myself on my floatie but 

leaves and drowned bugs are the only treasures I’ve ever 

found there.  (Drowned bugs are almost as good as smooshed 

bugs except they are still kind of creepy being that they are 

still intact – however the breath of life has departed and that 

is a very good thing.  I guess you could empty out the strainer 

and smoosh those that have drowned but the level of 

satisfaction is lacking seeing how the objective is death – not 

merely dismemberment.  Just thought you’d want to know.)  

Anyway, God didn’t poof money into our bank account, 

nope, He actually expected Pastor and I to take part in the 

answer by working – the nerve!  Does that make His answer 

to our prayer any less miraculous? 

 

You all know that neither Pastor nor I have secular jobs that 

are pleasant.  We have tried to find other work but to no avail 

(and that being before the economic “downturn” was a factor 

in our search).  Once the economy dropped any hope of a 

different job was lost.  Wouldn’t you know, when things did 

get bad, while restaurants were shutting their doors (Pastor’s 

secular work) and while contractors were doing the same (my 

line of work) the companies we work for stayed afloat and 

both Pastor and I remained employed.  While I cannot speak 

for Pastor, I can tell you honestly that I am very thankful for 

the job that God has given me.  I admit I often question my 

position feeling it is incompatible with my Christian values 

but I have no doubt that God has placed me there.  I am sure 

He has many reasons why, but this I know – God has used 

that company to fulfill His promise of providing my needs. 

Does my less than desirable place of employment make His 

promise to provide my every need any less sure? 

 

God says in His word “You have not because you ask not.”  I 

can hear all kinds of objections to that statement coming from 

my audience.  I know that you ask and still you do not have, I 

do the same thing and I believe that I have stumbled upon one 

of the reasons we “have not.”  I think it could be that we are 

too stubborn to do it God’s way.  We want it handed to us.  I 

get to my place of employment every morning about 10 

minutes early.  I sit in my car and listen to music until it is 

time to go in and I can’t tell you how many times I have spent 

that 10 minutes begging God not to make me go in.  Time 

doesn’t stand still, the warehouse doesn’t catch fire, OSHA 

doesn’t come and shut us down; nope, every morning the 

clock strikes 8 and every morning I have to drag myself into 

that building.  Funny thing, every Friday I go home with a 

paycheck and I rediscover that, once again, God has 

provided.  I had to work the hours in a place I didn’t want to 

be, but never-the-less, God provided. 

 

I question how many blessings I have missed because I 

refused to do something.  Whether it is because it’s too hard, 

it’s too time consuming, it’s “beneath me” or simply because 

I am lazy.  How much “have not” do I have?  How many 

things have I asked for that I have not received simply 

because I am me?  You know, “me,” the self-reliant know-it-

all.  I am the one who seeks the mind of Christ just as long as 

Christ’s mind doesn’t conflict with the thoughts of my mind.  

When I see that in writing, I see that it is ridiculous, but it is 

in fact a very good description of “me” and also of you.  It all 

boils down to a lack of trust.  We don’t trust God to do what 

He says.  We don’t trust God to do it the correct way.  Why is 

that?  It goes back to having the mind of Christ.  And how do 

we get the mind of Christ?  It comes by the anointing of the 

Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit has the mind of Christ – we 

don’t.  We are by nature fallen and therefore we are by nature 

all about us.  The Holy Spirit is all about God. 

 

We as individuals and as a church should be seeking the Holy 

Spirit daily.  It should be at the top of our list of needs.  We 

are all mature enough to recognize that our desires are not 

God’s desires and that we need the Spirit of God to voice the 

desires of God in our prayers.  While God is not dependent 

upon us, He has chosen to use the prayers of His people to 

bring about His will.  Only by the Holy Spirit can we request 

of God that which is His will.  Only by the Holy Spirit can we 

trust that the answer that God gives is perfect and wise when 

it looks to be faulty and foolish.  Only by the Holy Spirit can 

we act on God’s answer when it requires action no matter the 

difficulty that we experience in that action. 

 

As I said, today is Saturday.  I am in the comfort of the home 

that God has given to Pastor and me.  The beauty of the yard 

and the gardens surround me.  The dogs are sacked out in 

various locations; snoozing the day away.  Pastor is now 

home from work seated behind me writing his sermon on our 

other computer and his presence brings to my heart a sense of 

peace and security.  I also have Sunday morning to look 

forward to.  I am excited about being with the children of 

God and the nearness to God that comes as we unite in His 

praise.  Today everything is good in my world as I am 

confronted at each and every turn with the blessings that God 

has bestowed upon me.  Monday is still a good ways off.  But 

Monday will come.  I assure you that sometime Monday I 

will have a hard time seeing the blessings that are so very real 

to me at this moment.  Just another reason to seek the 

anointing of the Holy Spirit and another reason that God may 

have me at my job.  The reason being, would my need for the 

Holy Spirit be a reality without the struggles of my day to 

emphasize that need?  Probably not and so I thank Him for 

my job and I thank Him for the often odd and strange ways 

He chooses to answer my prayers, to supply my needs and to 

grant the desires of my heart. 

 

“The One who calls you is faithful and He will do it.”   

I Thessalonians 5:24. 

Tim Dommer 

(Continued from page 1) 
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A CHAPTER A DAY - August 2010 
Before you read each chapter, ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand the passage and help you to listen with your heart.  I 

would encourage you to keep a study journal and use these questions as a guide for your one-on-one time with God each day.  If 

you have a reference Bible or study Bible, you may want to look up the additional references that are listed for each passage.   

 

Day 1:  Read John 15 

What types of emotions do you feel as you read about the crucifixion? 

Write down how the Jesus’ death impacts you and what it tells you about God’s love?   

Day 2:  Read John 16 

Reread verse 8.  Why do you think the women reacted in this way?  How would you have reacted and why?   

What does “all the world” mean to you and how does God expect you to fulfill this command?   

Day 3:  Read Luke 1 

Why do you think it was important to have John foretell of Christ’s coming?  Do you see yourself as a “John”? 

Do you find it difficult to give God the credit for the good things in your life?  Are you eager to blame Him for the bad? 

Day 4:  Read Luke 2 

Simeon and Anna had been anxiously waiting for the Messiah.  When have you waited for God with joy and anticipation? 

Do you think someone can be too young or too old to share Jesus with others? 

Day 5:  Read Luke 3 

Reread verse 8.  What does true “repentance” mean and what is the “fruit” of repentance?   

When people hear you speak, do they know you are a son or daughter of God? 

Day 6:  Read Luke 4 

The devil knows the Bible well.  How well do you “know” your Bible? 

How does Jesus resisting temptation encourage you when you are tempted? 

Day 7:  Read Luke 5 

How willing are you to be obedient to Christ, even when He asks you to do something you have already tried? 

Reread verse 16.  List some reasons why it is important to experience alone time with God. 

Day 8:  Read Luke 6 

Can you name someone you hate?  List the things Jesus tells you to do for that person. 

Do you condemn or judge others for behavior you see in your own life? 

Day 9:  Read Luke 7 

Look up the word “faith” in a dictionary.  What kind of faith and trust faith do you have in God’s abilities? 

Reread verse 13.  In what ways has Jesus shown compassion on you? 

Day 10:  Read Luke 8 

How does it make you feel to be called Jesus’ mother and brothers?  See verse 21. 

How could Jesus fall asleep in the middle of a raging storm?  Have you ever felt like He was asleep when you were 

struggling? 

Day 11:  Read Luke 9 

Why do you think Jesus didn’t want the disciples to take anything with them when He sent them out to preach (verse 3)?   

Write out verses 23-25 and read them several times during the day today. 

Day 12:  Read Luke 10 

Why do you think Jesus sent the disciples out in pairs?   

How have you been a Good Samaritan?  Does being a Good Samaritan require money and material things?   

Day 13:  Read Luke 11 

Reread verse 13.  How often do you ask God for the Holy Spirit? 

Why was Jesus so angry with the Pharisees?  Do you think God sometimes gets angry with you? 

Day 14:  Read Luke 12 

What does being “rich toward God” mean in verse 21?  See verses 33-34. 

List the characteristics of a person who is ready to serve God as listed in verses 35-48. 

Day 15:  Read Luke 13 

Why does Jesus liken the kingdom of heaven to a mustard seed and to yeast? 

Since good works does not provide salvation, why are good works important? 

Day 16:  Read Luke 14 

Look up the word “humility” in a dictionary.  How can you practice humility as a Christian?   

What is the price of discipleship?  Is the price too high? 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Day 17:  Read Luke 15 

By what means were all the lost things found? 

Do you relate to any of these lost things?  How long did Jesus look for you before you were found? 

Day 18:  Read Luke 16 

Reread verse 16.  Can you justify yourself in front of a holy and righteous God? 

Will God’s patience with mankind ever be exhausted?  What does this fact encourage you to do? 

Day 19:  Read Luke 17 

When was the last time you thanked God for washing away your sins?  Thank Him today! 

How will you know Jesus when He returns?  How will you know those who are only claiming to be Him? 

Day 20:  Read Luke 18 

Do you pray like the tax collector or the Pharisee?  Is it wrong to pray in public? 

If you leave everything to follow Christ, what will you have left?  What reward will be yours in heaven? 

Day 21:  Read Luke 19 

Zacchaeus was determined to see Jesus.  When was the last time you “determined” to see God? 

What resources and gifts has God given to you?  How are using those resources and gifts? 

Day 22:  Read Luke 20 

How can you have the same authority that Jesus did when he taught in the Temple? 

The Pharisees continuously questioned Jesus’ authority.  How have you questioned Jesus’ authority in your life? 

Day 23:  Read Luke 21 

How can you “watch out so you are not deceived”?  See verse 8 and verse 36. 

In spite of all the adversity, Jesus continued to teach and preach.  How can you persevere when everyone seems against you? 

Day 24:  Read Luke 22 

What is the “new covenant” that Jesus spoke about and how does it differ from the old covenant? 

Reread verses 31-32.  Why does Satan want to “sift” you like wheat?  What effect do Jesus’ prayers have on you? 

Day 25:  Read Luke 23 

Why did Jesus remain silent when He was mocked?  How difficult is it for you to remain silent when someone is harassing 

you? 

Jesus forgives even when you do not know you need forgiveness.  How well do you forgive others?    

Day 26:  Read Luke 24 

Reread verse 31.  What event or events have happened to you that have opened your eyes to God? 

How important is it to you that there were eyewitnesses to the account of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection? 

Day 27:  Read John 1 

Look again at verse 5.  Why does the darkness not understand the Light? 

How is Jesus the Son of God and the Lamb of God? 

Day 28:  Read John 2 

Do you think Jesus was disrespectful to His mother?  Why or why not? 

Why did Mary tell the servants to do whatever Jesus told them?  How did she know Jesus would take care of the situation? 

Day 29:  Read John 3 

Write out verse 16 and 17.  Substitute your name for “whoever” and “the world”.   

How does personalizing these verses enlighten you about God’s love for you specifically? 

Day 30:  Read John 4 

Would you have stopped and talked to the woman at the well?  Why or why not? 

What does it mean to be spiritually thirsty?  How is Jesus “water” to you? 

Day 31:  Read John 5 

Why did Jesus ask “do you want to get well?”  Does that seem like a silly question to ask a sick person? 

Reread verses 36-37.  Why was Jesus’ testimony true?  How does His testimony encourage you to testify for Him?   

 

If you have any questions or comments on “A Chapter A Day,” please feel free to contact Teresa Hrab.  You may leave at 

message at the church office at 864-879-3097 or email your question or comment to newdayccc@juno.com. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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The Bible:  We believe that the Holy Bible is the Word of God and that in it He reveals Himself and speaks to us.  We 

believe that the scriptures are true, complete and reliable and sufficient to show us everything that we need to glorify God 

and live in His presence forever. 
 

God:  We believe that there is one God and only one God who exists in three persons – the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit.  These three persons are one God, all being equal in power and glory. 
 

Humanity:  Men and women, though created in God’s image and pronounced good as the pinnacle of creation and 

created for a relationship with God, turned from God and rebelled against God.  Since then, from our birth we are 

inherently sinful; that is, we fall short of God’s perfect standard, stray from His ways and make ourselves the complete 

opposite of what we were designed to be.  This overwhelming condition of disobedience to God (sin) is not caused by 

being born into a bad environment, but we create bad environments because we are born into sin. 
 

Jesus Christ:  God, the Son, came into our world in the person of Jesus.  He lived and walked among us for some thirty 

years, obeyed the heavenly Father perfectly, was without sin and bore God’s wrath when He died on the cross for our 

sins.  He rose from the grave on the third day as He had promised.  Jesus has complete authority over all of God’s 

creation and will return one day to gather His people and judge His enemies. 
 

Salvation:  We are saved from the penalty of sin, death, by the grace of God through our faith in Jesus Christ which was 

completed through His death and resurrection.  We can never get rid of our sin on our own or do anything to earn God’s 

favor because we are sinful people.  God punished out guilt through Christ and declared us not guilty by covering us 

through the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  In the words of Martin Luther, “Jesus accomplished the „great exchange‟ by 

taking our sin upon Himself and covering us in His own righteousness!”  We are saved by looking to Jesus Christ to save 

us. 
 

Spiritual Growth and Discipleship:  After coming to Christ as our Savior, God works in our lives to make us more and 

more like Christ.  The Holy Spirit comes to us and opens our minds to understand scripture and how they apply to our 

lives.  The Holy Spirit moves us to respond to God’s commands in obedience out of our love for Christ and His sacrifice 

on our behalf.  This is a life-long process which is never completed in our earthly lives, but through our growth and 

discipleship, we are constantly being perfected. 
 

The Future:  At a time known only to God, Jesus will return to gather His people.  The Christians who have died will 

physically rise and those who are still living will join them and be radically transformed.  Any sin that remains in our 

lives at that time will be completely washed away and we will be perfectly glorious and will delight in the presence and 

worship of God forever. 


